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Property firm Hammer-

son could still create part
of Sheffield’s planned new
city centreretail quarter-
despite beingaxed fromthe
overall scheme.

The Star can reveal the com-
pany still owns part of the
former Sevenstonedevelop

ment site - mainly buildings
which open on to Pinstone
Street.

And agreements be-
tween Hammerson and
Sheffield Council mean the

land can be sold back to the
council only, not to a third
party.

But Hammerson may be
allowed to retain the prop-
erties and develop them.

Thecompanyhasalready
paid millions of pounds
towards compulsory pur-
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chase orders for the rest of
theformer Sevenstonesite.
A source close to the
council said: “The council
owns all of the land bought
under compulsory pur-
chase orders, but Ham-
merson bought some of the
buildings itself and could
retain ownership of them.
“It is a delicate situation
and negotiations are ongo-
ing.
“The council needs to
find away around the situa-

tion, but 1tw1]1beatnacost
to the couneil tax payer —

and we will not be held to

ransom by Hammerson.”

At the end of July, Shef-
field Council said it would
be parting company with
Hammerson after the com-
pany would not commit toa
date for starting work.

Theold Sevenstone plan,
which would have created
around100shopsand anew
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Unwanted
furniture &
electricals?

We'll collect them for
FREE to help save lives

Call or book online at
bhf.org.uk/collection

(%)

British Hegrt

* Suites & Lounge furniture
* Tables

* Beds & Bedroom furniture
* TV's, DVDs, Hi-Fi's

* Washing machines &

Fridges

* Dishwashers
* Small electrical items

British Heart Foundation
Furniture & Electrical Store

Crystal Peaks Shopping Centre
Sheffield $20 7PN
0844 248 9134*

20-26 Kingsgate, Waterdale Centre,
Doncaster DN1 3JU
0844 248 9105*

We also offer a house clearance
service (charges may apply)

3 BEATING HEART DISEASE TOGETHER

Please don't be disappointed if we are unable to accept items

for reasons of safety or quality. Free collection on small items
is at the discretion of the Store Manager. Our van dgivers will

it make the final decision on any donations collected. *calls cost
&p per minute from a BT landline. Charges from other providers
1:14 and mobiles may vary. Registered charity in England and Wales

(225971) and in Scotland (SCO39426)
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Steeplejacks in South
Yorkshire are having a
high old time as they re-
point brickwork on giant

60-metre chimneysin the
Don Valley.

;‘.'*-:: daring duoare working a
J1Zzying197ft up, at the top of
one of four huge brick chim-
neysat the Tata Steel plant at

Aldwarke near Rotherham.
Foranyone without a head
for heightsit would beaknee-
trembling task.
Luckily these chaps are at
the top of their game.
7ire men - employed by
specialist steeplejack firm
~hurchill - are spending
nree weeks repairing brick-
vork while the steel plant
goestivrough a maintenance
erind

himneys serve the

furnaces below,
= metal 1s ‘annealed’ or

neated and then cooled.

I'ne towers date back 52
ears, to when the Aldwarke
nill was first built in 1961.
“Brick chimneys are pret-
stable structures.” said

chilldirector Steve Peet.
‘But as part of regular
Taintenance we identified
wrzl work was needed, and
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A view of the chimneys from hel

that might arise can be
nipped in the bud.”

The men climb to the top
ofthe hollowchimneys using

a high-tech system of rope ac-
cess techniques.

Theydrill steeplejack lad-
dersto the outside face of the
brickwork, starting at ground
level, then climb the ladders
to the top - attached securely

all the way using countless
contact points.

“It’slike a version ofabseil-
ing,” said Steve, “but of course
abseiling is just for com-
ing down. With rope access
techniqueswe can traverseall
over the brickwork safely and
securely.

“The men work in pairs
with a buddy system.They
are in radio contact with the
ground at all times, and the
base is cordoned off with an
exclusion zone.

"And we're at the mercy
of mother nature - if it’s too
windy, or a storm is forecast,
we cannot goup.”

It’s all extremely special-
ist, highly trained work...

“Butoncethey’reupthere
It’s just normal buckets, regu-
lar mortar agd pointing trow-
els!” said Steve,

How the chimneys, .
left, look to passing ¢
motorists, !

by Sean
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